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The Loch Maree was built in 1873 at the yards of Barclay, Curle & Co’, at Whiteinch, Glasgow.  

The vessel was 245 feet in length, with a beam of 38 feet, and a depth of 23 feet, 6 inches. She was 
the sixth vessel named after a Scottish loch, and the twelfth iron ship built for the Glasgow Shipping 
Company’s fleet. She was launched on the 23rd of September of that year and weighed in at 1657 
tons.  The Loch Maree was of iron hull construction, with a whale back poop, a cement waterproof 
bulk head, twin decks and was ship rigged.  The ‘tween decks of the ship were spacious enough so 
that if necessary could be fitted out to carry several hundred passengers. On deck was a powerful 
donkey engine, for discharging and loading cargo, condensing water, and working the windlass. Her 
saloon had room for 25 first class passengers, while another 30 passengers could be accommodated 
in a spacious deckhouse situated abaft the foremast. She was built for the Glasgow Shipping 
Company, alongside the iron clipper Ben Cruachan, both of which were managed by Aitken, Lilburn 
and Company of Glasgow.  The fastest of all the Loch Liners, the Loch Maree was considered by 
many to be the epitome of an iron clipper. She was set up to carry a lot of sail, including three skysail 
yards and unusually for an iron ship, a full set of stun'sails and staysails. Her rigging caused quite a 
lot of comment amongst Scottish ship builders and owners who had for the most part long since 
done away with such frippery.  Some old salts speculated that such an extended top hamper could 
only bring problems. However with the greater length and increased sail area came greater speed.   

 

Loch Maree by David Michael Little.  
Date(s) of creation: 1928. 
State Library of Victoria 

 
Command of the vessel was given to Captain John McCallum, former master of the Loch Katrine, she 
was loaded up at Glasgow before being towed out to her anchorage at the Tail’O’ the Bank and was 
scheduled to leave on the 31st of October 1873 on her maiden voyage.   After taking on her 
passengers, a load of gunpowder and last of her supplies the brand new clipper was towed out into 
the Firth of the Clyde of the 5th of November.  On the 15th of November the Loch Maree ran into a 
violent south-westerly gale as she crossed the Bay of Biscay.  Taken aback by a horrendous wind shift 



3 
 

the clipper lost everything above her lower masts; fore, main and mizzen tops and yards.  Crippled 
she drifted across the bay for two days before a jury rig allowed Captain McCallum to bring his 
battered vessel into Gibraltar on the 28th of November.  The same storm that had stripped the Loch 
Maree did exactly the same thing to her sister ship, the Loch Ard 300 miles west of Tory Island, near 
the Irish coast.  The Loch Ard, also on her maiden voyage, put back to Queenstown for repairs.  
Eventually a specially chartered steamer arrived with new masts, yards, rigging and sails and the 
Loch Maree’s crew repaired the vessel in quick time.  With repairs completed the Loch Maree got 
underway on the 20th of January 1874.  

 

Loch Maree running through a fleet of fruiters between the Azores & The Channel. From Fayal to 
the Downs 4 1/2 days. 1500 miles. To Gallant Stun Sails carried up to Isle of Wight. 

State Library of Victoria 
 

Light and variable winds, a pleasant change from earlier times followed the clipper all the way to the 
equator which was crossed on the 5th of February.  The southeast trades were unsteady, and 
frequently left the Loch Maree becalmed.  Eventually freshening winds allowed the ship to pass 
beneath the Cape of Good Hope along the 40th parallel.  She ran her easting down in the ice belt of 
the 47th and 48th lines of latitude, pushed along by light and steady south-westerly winds.  The light 

winds allowed 
Captain McCallum 
to deploy skysails, 
kites and stun’s’ls in 
a bid to make up 
for the delays 
experienced at 
Gibraltar. She 
arrived at the outer 
anchorage of 
Hobson’s Bay on 
April 4th where her 
20 passengers and 
later her load of 

gunpowder were 
lightered off. From 

The Argus, Monday 6 April 1874 
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there the Loch Maree was towed alongside the Sandridge pier to discharge her cargo of ironware, 
beers, spirits, and tinned fish.   
 
The elements were not the only factors that gave Captain McCallum grief.  There had been three 
deaths on the trip out and a violent disagreement with the ships boatswain saw him locked in irons 
in isolation for 15 days while the ship was at sea.  There were incidents of brawling and theft 
amongst the crew and the vessels passengers were more than happy to finally reach their 
destination.  A drunk able seaman, John Buchanan was convicted in the Williamstown Magistrates 
Court of the theft of a sextant, drawers and some beadwork from a fellow sailor Tom Young, both of 
the Loch Maree.  The luckless drunk was sentenced to 6 months prison with hard labour.  The freed 
boatswain, David Thompson, brought a civil writ against Captain McCallum to the tune of £1000 for 
false imprisonment. Captain McCallum accused the boatswain of mutinous behaviour. The 
magistrate however found in favour of David Thompson but for the paltry sum of just £75, after 
finding Captain McCallum guilty of assault and false imprisonment.   Another of the crew, John 
McIness was admitted to hospital with a broken leg after having it smashed by a cable chain on the 
pier while preparing to move the Loch Maree to the graving dock for cleaning.  The ship’s hull was 
scraped and painted with Borthwicks antifouling agent, her fittings were repainted and her timbers 
rubbed clean.  Towed back to her berth the final cargo of bark and wheat was loaded aboard before 
the Loch Maree was readied for sea.  With the last of her cargo and crew aboard the clipper was 
cleared out on June 13th, setting sail for London early the next day.  Captain McCallum and Captain 
McPetrie master of the Ben Voirlich had a private wager and both vessels raced eastwards to 
London, their holds loaded with wool, just 4 days apart.  The Loch Maree arrived in London on the 
5th of September 1874.  The Ben Voirlich after encountering extreme weather west of the Horn, 
finally arrived on October 3rd,  
 

 
BEN VOIRLICH, 1474 Tons. Built at Glasgow. 1873. 

State Library of Victoria 
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The Loch Maree was quickly turned around upon her arrival back in Glasgow and soon sailed once 
again on the 2nd of November 1875.  She arrived in good order on Saturday the 23rd of January to a 
hot and sweltering Hobson’s Bay.  The Loch Maree arrived under the guidance of a new master, 
Captain Charles Grey, R.N.R., former master of the Loch Lomond.  The Loch Maree had made an 
exceedingly slow passage and her non-arrival set many hearts on edge as ships, such as the Ben 
Voirlich, and Loch Ness that had departed Britain well after her, arrived first.  When the vessel did 
turn up she was much damaged yet again.  Captain Grey reported that after 38 days of fine sailing 
weather the Loch Maree was overtaken by a terrible gale that caused great damage to the ships 
patent steering gear.  Captain Grey thought it prudent to save his ship and sail under much reduced 
canvas in order to preserve his ship and the lives of those aboard.   He kept this cautious approach 
up for 8500 nautical miles. With a crippled steering gear and her jury rig working only marginally 
well, Captain Grey sailed his vessel through the lower latitudes to avoid the violent winds of the 
Roaring Forties.  She passed beneath the Cape of Good Hope on Christmas Day along the 40th 
latitude.  She again encountered rough weather. Thunderstorms and north-westerly winds 
hammered the ship as she crossed from Cape Leeuwin eastwards. The dirty weather was followed 
by baffling winds and heavy fogs as she slipped past Cape Otway on January 22nd.  Despite her 
slowed speed, the clipper still managed a trip from the Scilly’s to the Heads of just 73 days. The 
vessels ill-luck continued when a passenger, Mr McMillan died of tuberculosis, and later on January 
5th, a young apprentice, Phillip de Quetville, fell from the mizzen crosstree and landed upon the 
poop, and died instantly.  Both unfortunate were buried at sea with due ceremony.  The previous 
master of the Loch Maree, Captain John McCallum, had been appointed Marine Superintendent of 
the Loch and Ben fleets, both managed by Aitken, Lilburn and Co’.   
 
Aside from the smashed steering gear, blown sails and deaths, there was tensi0n amongst the crew 
which was played out in the Williamstown Court in early February.  Captain Gray, of the Loch Maree, 
was directly interested m four cases at the Williamstown Court, in two of which he was a 
complainant, and in two others he was defendant. The boatswain of the ship was sentenced to 11 
days' imprisonment for assaulting the captain, and Captain Gray was fined 20 shillings for assaulting 
the steward. Charles Forsyth, the steward, sued the captain for wages, and applied for his discharge 
on the plea that he was in danger of his life.  The evidence went to show that the steward got drunk 
on the passage out. The captain ordered him out of the cabin, and on his refusing to go, forcibly 
ejected him from the saloon, giving him a final kick. The kick constituted the assault for which the 
captain was fined. The magistrates did not consider there was any reason to think the steward’s life 
was in danger, and dismissed the case. A charge by the captain against the steward of being absent 
without leave was also dismissed. 
 
The brig Mercury, with a cargo of bark, wool, arrived from Launceston on the night of Sunday the 
6th of March. She had left on the 5th with her cargo due for transhipment into the Loch Maree.  On 
the 12th the steamer Claud Hamilton from Adelaide pulled alongside the clipper to transfer a load of 
wheat, fruit and wool into the Loch Maree’s hold.  Later the steamers Aldinga and Coorong, also 
from Adelaide, discharged their cargos of wheat into the vessel’s hold.  With the loading of the 
wheat, the Loch Maree was floated into Alfred Graving Dock for her annual clean, and then painted 
by the crew of Clarks, of the Hobson's Bay floating-dock.  With this the clipper was hauled back to 
her moorings to take on the oast of her cargo and crew in preparation for a speedy departure.  
Captain Gray expected to be underway by the 20th of March but of this there was never a 
guarantee.  However she cleared out as scheduled, and onboard were a number of passengers 
including; Mr and Mrs. R. L. J. Ellory, Miss Ellery, Mr and Mrs Stephens, Master Stephens, and 
servant, Miss Entwistle, Dr Lilienfeld, Mr F Detmold, Mrs Harvee, Miss Webb, Mrs. A Jackson,   
Master Wm. Barr, Mr Wm. F Battcock, Miss A M Harris, Miss D L Harris, Miss Bessie Harris, and 
servant, and Miss M Burr.  The clipper was towed to sea by the steam tug Warhawk on early Sunday 
morning and due to the vagaries of wind and weather, Captain Gray chose to sail west once clear of 
Port Phillip Heads rather than try to battle the strengthening easterly winds.  The Loch Maree was 
not alone as she raced to London alongside the clippers Norfolk and Belfast.  All three ships passed 
through the Heads on the 22nd of March and sailed west. The Loch Maree passed Wilson’s 



6 
 

Promontory at 2pm on the 24th of March and reported all well.  The Belfast sailed only for Sydney 
whilst the other two set a full suite of sails as the raced for London their holds filled with wheat and 
wool.  The Loch Maree arrived back in London on the 19th of June four days behind the Norfolk 
which had dropped anchor at Gravesend on the 14th.   
 

 
The wooden ship 'Norfolk', 953 tons. 

State Library of South Australia 
 
 
The Loch Maree was next seen in Australian waters as she passed Cape Otway on the 20th of October 
1875.  She was forced to anchor outside the Heads during dirty weather alongside another clipper 

from London.  The 
operators of the Loch 
Maree had set a 
cracking pace for a 
clipper as she passed 
through the heads for 
the second time that 
year.  An example if her 
speed was the vessels 
crossing from the Cape 
of Good Hope to Port 
Phillip Bay in just 22 
days.  Across the 
Southern Ocean the 
Loch Maree averaged 
more than 300 nautical 
miles a day.  The 
voyage had begun at 
6pm on August 4th, 
when the clipper was 
towed down the Clyde, 
she cleared St George’s 
Channel on August 6th, 
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the Smalls light bearing 15 miles ESE. Scilly Island was passed on the 8th  and Captain Gray quickly 
located the northeast trades that propelled his ship rapidly south crossing the equator on September 
5th.  The southeast trade proved strong and steady as the Loch Maree swung south west as she 
encountered strong easterly winds and heaving seas that battered the vessel as she sailed along the 
42nd parallel. These conditions continued until the clipper swung well beneath the Cape of Good 
Hope along the 47th parallel when winds swung round to the north and continued fresh and strong.  
West to northwest gales pushed the Loch Maree racing across the Southern Ocean.  Captain Gray set 
a great deal of sail as his heavily laden ship ploughed headlong through high sea and squally south-
westerly storms. It was along this line of the 47th and 48th parallels that she ran her easting down, 
encountering several large icebergs.  On the 1st of October the Loch Maree passed an ideberg 350 
feet high and more than 3 miles in length, this and several dozen smaller bergs were passed through 
forcing Captain Gray to shift course to the north of Kerguelen Island on the 5th. The boisterous 
weather proved a boon as the longitude of Cape Leeuwin was passed on the 15th of October, and 
Cape Otway being sighted 4 days later at 8am on the 19th.  On the 20th due to the onset of heavy 
weather the Loch Maree was forced to anchor outside the Heads opposite the Quarantine Station 
with a pilot onboard until the weather cleared the following day. Once at her outer anchorage her 
passengers and gunpowder were taken off before she was finally allowed to tie up at the Railway 
Pier to discharge her cargo of pipes, firebricks, ironwares, machinery and alcohol.   
 
It was expected that after discharging her cargo the Loch Maree would make a rapid exit with her 
tentative departure date set at December 1st. While waiting for the last of her cargo to be 
transhipped and loaded the Loch Maree alongside the iron clipper North American were floated into 
the graving docks for an annual clean and paint.  The North American attracted her share of 
comments as she had begun her life as a single screw steamer before being converted to a full 
rigged ship.  December 1st came and went and still the Loch Maree sat idle at the Williamstown 
docks as lighters, steamers and ketches transhipped various cargos into her hold.  The departure 
date was put back to December 30th, but this again was no guarantee.  While the crew was 
performing routine maintenance one of the apprentices belonging to the Loch Maree, had a narrow 
escape from being killed or seriously injured when He fell from the mizzen topsail yard, but 
fortunately for the hapless sailor, the poop awning was spread, and thus broke the force of his fall. 
He received a violent shaking and a cut on the head, but otherwise was unhurt. After the completion 
of loading and repairs the clipper was hauled out into Hobson’s Bay on Christmas Eve. She could 
have left at once but for the requests of several of her first class passengers who arranged with the 
captain for the vessel to weigh anchor on New Year’s Eve instead.  A steamer was made ready to 
carry her passengers across to the ship on the day of her departure. Yet because of favourable winds 
and tides Captain Gray set sail a day earlier than advertised.  She was towed from Hobson’s Bay on 
the morning of December 30th by the steamer Resolute and passed through the Heads that 
afternoon bound for London and Glasgow.  Aboard her were a number of passengers - Saloon: Mrs 
Bennett Master H Bennett Miss Alice   May Bennett, Miss Lizzie Dean Bennett, Mrs Thompson and 
infant, Miss Lily Thompson Rev Dr   McDonald, Alexander H McDonald Edward Webster,     Mrs. 
Eileen Webster, Miss Mary Webster, Miss Emily Webster Mr D L. Scott, Miss J Taylor, Master A. L. 
Scott, Miss Bertha Scott, Mr W Dickson, and nine in the second cabin. Amongst the cargo being 
carried within the ships hold were 7,536 bales wool, 50 bales of scrolls, 20 bales of leather, 101 bales 
of sheepskins, and 60 tons of pig iron. 
 
Word came through that survivors from the missing ship Strathmore had been rescued from the 
Crozets Islands.  The vessel had gone missing in mid 1875 without trace and had last been seen by 
those aboard the Loch Maree when the two ships had hove to so that the Strathmore could 
handover some basic supplies to the Loch Maree.  The survivors rescued by an American whaler 
after living as castaways for 6 months on one of the Crozets described how their ship had run 
aground during foggy weather and the survivors were left stranded cold, wet and hungry atop a 
barren rock living upon seabirds and rainwater for their entire time upon their lonely islet.  The 
Crozets, situated in the South Indian Ocean, lie in the direct track of Australian-bound vessels, and 
are frequently sighted. The islands consist of a small group, and offer an in hospitable habitation to 
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any unfortunates who found themselves stranded upon them. The Strathmore was wrecked in July 
1875 and the survivors remained on the islands until the 22nd of January 1876, when they were 
rescued in a wretched condition by the American whaler Phoenix. 
 
The Loch Maree arrived in London on March 25th after 84 days at sea, she arrived just ahead of the 
iron barque South Australian from Adelaide, both laden with wool destined for the April sales.  After 
an extended time in London she once again set forth for Melbourne in the middle of June.  She was 
finally towed from her Gravesend moorings in the second week of June passing the Deal light, Kent, 
on the 15th of June 1876.  The Loch Maree crossed the equator on the 8th of July as she spoke to the 
immigrant ship, Hydaspes.  The two vessels stayed side by side in the light and fair conditions for 
several days before the crew of the clipper lost sight of the Hydaspes.      The Loch Maree dropped 
anchor in Hobson’s Bay on the 9th of September 1876.  The vessel arrived alongside her rival, the 
Mermerus, and her sister ship, the Loch Vennachar from Glasgow.  She had a new master aboard, 
Alexander Scott, late of the Loch Tay. Travelling with Captain Scott were Mr. and Mrs. John Skinner 
and servant, Misses Skinner (two) Mrs. Lipman and family (two), Mrs. Hogg, Messrs Skinner (two), 
M. Salvin, W. Mathias, Vincent J. Mullen, and four in the second cabin and steerage. She made her 
usual quick run, making Deal to Cape Otway in just 74 days. 
 

  

The 2000 ton, former steamship, Hydaspes, 1876. 
Alexander Turnbull Library 

http://family.kiwicelts.com/20_Shipping/Ship_Hydaspes.html 
  
The winds for the most part have been light both north and south of the equator, and also ¡n 
running down the longitude, but they were also fair, hence the very excellent passage which the ship 
has accomplished. During the voyage George Whitehead, a second cabin passenger, died from 
consumption on July 16, and a steerage passenger, Mrs. Ryan, gave birth to a daughter on August 3. 
Captain Scott reported leaving London on June 15th and parting with the pilot on June 17th. San 
Antonio was passed in close proximity on July 5, and the equator was crossed on July 8th. Light fair 
winds and fine weather were the norm from the Channel to the line. Yet because of baffling winds 
the ship had to tack off St Roque on July 18, and after further experience of light airs, the meridian of 
the Cape of Good Hope was crossed on August 10th. The Loch Maree ran her easting mostly in 
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latitude 42 degrees, and the farthest southing touched was latitude 42 degrees 30minutes south. 
From the Cape until arrival the winds generally were from N. and N.W., and except on two brief 
occasions had no very great force. There was, however, a good deal of rain. Cape Otway was passed 
on Saturday afternoon, and the Heads were entered on the morning of the 3rd of September 1876. 
She ties up alongside the Loch Vennachar at Williamstown to discharge her cargo ready to be floated 
to the graving docks for her annual clean and paint. Once brought back to her usual pristine 
condition the Loch Maree was again brought to her inner mooring to finish the loading of her 
consignment of premium wool and wheat.  Captain Scott planned to get underway by the end of 
October.  However delays in the arrival of shipments from interstate forced the clippers departure 
date back by two weeks.  Captain Scott was further frustrated when the Loch Vennachar managed to 
get the jump on the other Loch Liners, leaving Hobson’s Bay on November 9th. Anchors were finally 
weighed at 10am on Saturday the 25th of November as the clipper was towed through the Heads by 
the steamer Warhawk, discharging the pilot late that afternoon. She arrived at Gravesend on the 3rd 
of March 1877 after an unusually slow trip of 94 days, with delays cause by contrary winds and 
adverse weather and she attempted Drake Passage in the middle of a Southern Ocean Winter.   
 
The Loch Maree sailed from Glasgow on May 5th her hold filled to capacity with ironware and the 
like.  Sitting stiff and low in the water she was in fine trim as a steamer towed her down the Clyde.  
The Loch Maree met with fickle winds as she crossed the equator at 27° west on June 3rd. The 
southeast trade were soon picked up and Captain Scott took advantage of the fair winds and light 
seas to pile on as much canvas as possible. The meridian of the Cape of Good Hope was passed on 
June 24th along the 41st parallel.   Cape Otway was sighted on July 19th and the Loch Maree picked 
up the pilot outside the heads the following afternoon.  She was berthed alongside the 
Williamstown pier to begin discharging her cargo.   The Loch Maree brought with her several 1st and 
2nd class passengers;  In the saloon - John Garvie, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Fergus, Mrs. Ewing, Sirs. Murray 
M'Gregor, Alick M'Gregor, Kenneth M'Gregor,. A. M. Edminston, Miss Margaret Kerr, and J. McRae.   
Second Cabin.—Mary Black, Eliza Fyfe, It. C. Davison, Jolm M'Kenzie, Ann It. M'Kenzie, Eliza 
M'Kenzie, James M'Kenzie, Mary M'Kenzie, Jane Kerr, Mr. and Mrs. Peden, Barb. Peden, Eliza J. 
Rudin, James M'Gregor, D. Foreman, William S. Wilson, Samuel Craig, James Behrens, J. S. Ormiston, 
Hanson Farrar, and Charles Corrigan. In steerage — William Patterson, Sirs. Patterson, Mrs. 
Patterson, R. Dobbie, J. P. Parker, J. Dorph, Jane M'Gilvary, and James Preston.  The 20th of October 
saw the Loch Maree at her Hobson’s Bay mooring transhipping a load of wool brought from 
Tasmania by the brig Mercury of Hobart.  By November 5th the balance of the Loch Maree’s cargo 
was loaded aboard as the freshly cleaned and painted clipper awaited the last of her passengers, 
cargo and crew before Captain Scott ordered her from Hobson’s Bay. Five days later the Loch Maree 
cleared Port Phillip Heads bound for London. She departed Williamstown alongside the ships 
Melbourne, Ben Voirlich and Ben Lomond, all vessels managed by Aitken, Lilburn and Co’.   
 
Captain Scott’s vessel dropped anchor off of Gravesend on February 12th alongside the Mermerus, 
her long-time rival. The Mermerus had sailed from Melbourne on the 24th of November and made an 
almost record run to arrive at the mouth of the Thames on the same day as the Loch Maree. The 
clipper had run into heavy weather off of the Falklands as she began her northing run. During the 
same storms the Ben Voirlich lost nine men overboard.  A number of large icebergs had to be 
avoided as the wool fleet rounded the Horn and the dirty weather made the Drake Passage 
unusually treacherous.  Christmas day saw the Loch Maree becalmed in light seas accompanied by 
the vessels Glen Osmond, Pakwan, and others.  The Loch Maree and Glen Osmond kept pace with 
each other until they passed St Paul’s Rock on the 9th of January.  The two vessels met again of 
Beachy Head in calm and foggy conditions.  As the weather cleared the Loch Maree found herself 
having fallen in with the Glen Osmond, George Thompson, Beltana and the Craigendarroch. All of 
which stayed with the Loch Maree until she entered the Thames.   
 
The Loch Maree returned to Australia on the 26th of July 1878, passing Cape Otway on Thusrday at 
10:50am.  Attempting to pass through the Heads on the 27th she ran headlong into blustery 
northwest winds, battling through the clipper arrived off of Queenscliff at 4pm the same day, 



10 
 

dropping anchor for the night before proceeding under tow to Hobson’s Bay.  Aboard were Miss 
John- stone, Miss Struthers, Messrs. Patrick Catto, T. J. Jones, Alex. M'Queen, Dr. J. D. Le Mesurier ; 
and 35 in the second cabin and steerage.  The first news that greeted Captain Scott his passengers 
and crew was the tragic loss of the Loch Ard, the Loch Maree’s sister ship.    Captain Scott was 
informed that the Loch Ard’s sole surviving apprentice, Tom Pearce, was supposed to finish his 
apprenticeship aboard the Loch Maree but had elected to join the Loch Sunart instead.   On the 
voyage from Glasgow, Archibald McFall, able seaman, fell from the fore topsail yard, and was 
drowned. The accident occurred on the morning of May 12th, during very tempestuous weather. 
The unfortunately named sailor, came to the surface, but was so weighed down heavy sea clothing 
that he sank almost immediately. This happened despite the life-buoy which had been thrown to 
him being nearly within his reach. McFall was a young man, and the only support on which his 
parents had to depend. A subscription was got up on board for them, and £11 contributed by 
Captain Scott and the passengers, a further sum was raised by the crew to be sent to his parents 
back in Ireland.  Whilst in port Captain Scott was summonsed to appear before the Williamstown 
magistrate to answer a charge that he had ordered £12.10s worth of ballast for his vessel from a 
ballastman named Long.  Captain Scott disputed this yet the magistrate found in Mr Long’s favour 
and ordered Alexander Scott to pay the disputed amount plus £2.2s costs.  The Loch Maree was 
cleaned and painted in early November and soon the last of her cargo was taken aboard. THE Loch 
Maree, for London with wool, was towed from the bay to sea on the morning of the 8th by the 
steamer   Williams, and cleared Port Phillip Heads at 5 a.m., the Loch Maree, passed Cape Schanck 
later in the day. Aboard the clipper were 7133 bales of wool bound for the London wool sales in 3 
months time.  The ship arrived in London in good time, passing Dungeness on the 26th and dropping 
anchor at Gravesend on January 28th just in time for the February sales.   
 

 
 

Having discharged her cargo in London and Glasgow, the Loch Maree was hauled in to the Glasgow 
docks to begin taking on a fresh cargo.  She was still in Glasgow awaiting final orders on the 23rd of 
April tied up alongside the Loch Linnhe and Loch Lomond all bound for Melbourne.  Loading for all 
three vessels continued through May.  The Loch Linnhe and Loch Lomond managed to quickly fill 
their holds and set sail for Port Phillip. To Captain Scott’s frustration the Loch Vennachar was hauled 
alongside the Loch Maree to begin loading for Melbourne.  She finally set sail on May 8th, arriving in 
Hobson’s Bay on August 6th 1879.  Stowed within her ‘tween decks were three Clydesdale’s bound 
for breeders in Victoria.      Also aboard were a large number of immigrants including; saloon: Agnes 
J. Wright, Mrs. Eleanor Wilson, Leslie Cullen, Alex. Morrison, Mrs, Janet McIntyre, Mrs Frances 
Huxtable, Henry J Huxtable, George Lees, Thomas Mills, Dr. Stewart, Mr. Lynch, Mrs. Lynch, Robert 
Monteith; and 43 in steerage. The Loch Lomond and the Loch Maree shared a berth at Williamstown 
and were unloading a great deal of cargo. Arriving later in the month was the Loch Garry, as well as 
Captain Scott’s arch rival, the Mermerus.  There were thousands of wool bales to load and prices 
were attracting a premium back in Europe. The first wool clipper away attracted the best prices and 
greatest profits.  Part of the Loch Maree’s hold was filled with lead ore from Western Australia 
transhipped from the vessel Cleopatra on the 7th of September.  A seaman belonging to the ship had 
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a narrow escape from drowning at Williamstown on the night of Saturday the 14th. He was going on 
board his vessel at the new western railway pier, when he fell overboard but was rescued by the 
watchman on board the dredge close by.  Four ships had almost finished their loading and the race 
was on to see which vessel would clear out first.  The Loch Maree was projected to leave on October 
10th, but even this was open to review at any time much to Alexander Scott’s chagrin. This was just 
the case when the last of her consigned cargo failed to show up on time and the Loch Maree’s 
departure was delayed by 10 days. Also posted to depart on the same date were the Lochs Garry, 
Vennachar and Lomond.  Final loading was completed on the 24th and 25th of October as last minute 
preparations were made for the clipper imminent departure.  She was hauled out through the Heads 
on the morning of the 26th of October 1879, with a full load of wool; 8269 bales on board. The Loch 
Maree was beaten to the honour of being first away.  That went to the Loch Lomond that had sailed 
on October 4th with a considerably smaller load than the Captain Scott’s ship. The race to London 
proved beyond doubt the Loch Maree’s true sailing capabilities.  Even though the Loch Lomond had 
left 22 days before and with a much lighter load, Captain Scott managed to bring his ship into 
Gravesend on January 30th a full four days before the Loch Lomond dropped anchor in the Thames.   
 
 
The Loch Maree was quickly sailed back to Glasgow having been repainted and cleaned ready for her 
next trip south. She was hauled into Glasgow on the 20th of April 1880.  Alongside her loading for 
Melbourne were the Loch Garry and Loch Vennachar.  The Loch Maree was loaded in quick time and 
sailed on May 1st, after a near record run of just 71 days arrived in Hobson’s Bay on the 12th of July 
well ahead of her rivals.  The clipper entered the Heads on the afternoon of the 12th but in the 
absence of a steamer she sailed gradually up through the channel dropping anchor at the outer 
mooring on the evening of the 13th.   She stayed there for the next few days until her cargo of 1600 
barrels (20 tons), of gunpowder was lightered off.   The Loch Maree also brought to Melbourne 13 
passengers in the saloon and another 43 passengers in the other classes who were more than happy 
with their short trip.  The clipper left Greenock and ran with a full suite of canvas under moderate 
winds until the northeast trades were picked up along the 22nd parallel. From there until she passed 
well south of the equator when the southeast trades freshened from the south.  This allowed the 
Loch Maree to put on a long burst of speed that carried her well south of the Cape of Good Hope 
which was passed along the 41st parallel on June 19th. Captain Scott wanted to avoid the usual ice 
fields and ran his easting down along the 42nd parallel.  Winds were steady and strong from the 
northwest and southwest, being predominantly from the west-southwest and seas were steady for 
most of her trip across the Southern Ocean.  The line of Cape Leeuwin was passed on the 1st of July 
and Cape Otway came into view 10 days later.  The entire passage was marked by unusually fine 
weather and even seas. There was not one storm or squall was encountered and her average run 
was 284 nautical miles for much of her passage.   
 
The one sour note for the whole trip was the disappearance of one of the saloon passengers, a Mr 
J.C. Aikman who apparently fell off of the poop rail, right behind the helmsman.  According to 
Captain Scott this had been his regular position for much of the trip across the Atlantic. During the 
passage of the ship Loch Maree, from one of the saloon passengers, Mr J T Aikman, disappeared. He 
was missed at half past 10 pm on July 2, when the ship was at lat 41deg S , and Ion 103deg E. His 
cabin companion, Mr A Hunter, on retiring for the night at the hour above mentioned, missed him, 
and made inquiry, but no one could afford any information as to his whereabouts. The last that was 
seen of him was about a quarter to 9pm, when Mr Hunter and Mr Howe, another passenger, 
observed him sitting in his usual place on the poop, just abaft the wheel. The conjecture was that Mr 
Aikman must have fallen overboard unseen and also unheard, for the men were bracing yards at the 
time. Mr Aikman was of a very quiet and unobtrusive disposition, and was taking a voyage for his 
health, which had given way under excessive study for the Indian civil service examination. Mr 
Aikman was about 21 years of age, and a native of St Andrew's, Scotland.  Once her passengers and 
gunpowder had been safely transferred to shore the Loch Maree was hauled into Williamstown to 
begin discharging her cargo.   
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The last known photograph taken of the Loch Maree, tied up in front of the Salamis, and opposite 

the  Medea and the barque Merope at the Geelong Wharf, awaiting their loads of wheat and 
wool. C 1880. 

       State Library of Victoria.                                                               
         

While docked at Williamstown, 
Alexander Scott’s crew became 
something of an annoyance. A seaman, 
named McNeill, was charged with an 
assault upon the first mate of the 
vessel. Standing before the police 
Magistrate of Williamstown, the 
seaman pleaded guilty, and expressed 
his sorrow for what had occurred 
stating he had been drunk at the time. 
The magistrate sentenced him to seven 
days' imprisonment with hard labour. 
ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE. Two more 
seamen, Henry Smith and McLean, 
pleaded guilty to being absent without 
leave. They said they had merely gone 
to see some of the passengers away 
from the railway station.  The 
magistrate accepted this yet sentenced 
each man to 24 hours' imprisonment.  

This saw them set free immediately as 
they had already spent the previous day in 
the cells after having been arrested.  

Despite these minor setbacks loading continued apace yet a solid load of wool was lacking due to the 
drought that had reduced previous years clip rather dramatically.  The ships agents received orders 
to send the Loch Maree to Geelong to take on a load of wheat and some wool. Tied alongside were 

 

Cargo Manifest of Loch Maree. 
The Argus, Thursday 21 July 1881, page 4 
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her fellow wool clippers, Ben Cruachan, Commonwealth, Mermerus, Avienmore, Miltiades, 
Eulomene and others.  Unable to gain adequate cargo from Williamstown to fill her hold, the Loch 
Maree was towed in ballast to Geelong.  By the middle of October nearly 6000 bales had been 
loaded aboard and Captain Scott was hopeful that his ship would be away by the end of the month.  
He was anxious to be away as the longer the delays the more chance there was of encountering 
violent winds and seas as his ship approached Drake Passage. The greater danger came from the 
large bergs that had been calved in the summer and by winter time had drifted north to crowd the 
eastward clipper routes home.  While waiting for their clipper to finish loading Captain Scott and his 
officers enjoyed the hospitality offered up by Geelong’s locals. An interesting match was played on 
tho Corio cricket ground between teams chosen from the non-playing members of the club and the 
officers of the ships Salamis, Thyatira, and Loch Maree, and barque Merope, lying in Corio Baj, and 
loading wool for the Loudon market. The local players were defeated, scoring just 89 runs to the 
seafaring men's 100 runs.  The Loch Maree finished loading on the 21st of October 1880 and after 
posting his notices of his ships imminent departure Captain Scott readied his vessel which was towed 
out from the Geelong Wharf on October 23rd 1880.  Back in Corio Bay the Loch Maree took on the 
last of her supplies and passengers Mrs J M IntyTe, and Messrs D. McHaffle, and John Hunter.  With 
final preparations completed, the Loch Maree was towed into the stream by the steamer Hercules 
and then sailed through Port Phillips Heads at 10:10am on Thursday the 28th of October, passing 
Cape Schank at 1pm that afternoon.  Aboard were 8240 bales of wool, 27 bales of pelts, 42 bales of 
skins, and 660 cases of preserved meats. The Loch Maree was a day behind the Loch Vennachar and 
the two vessels raced eastwards for the bragging rights of who would be first to drop anchor at 
Gravesend. In a rare moment of maritime one-upmanship the Loch Vennachar managed to hold off 
her much faster rival and the two clippers dropped anchor off of Gravesend on the same day, 
January 31st 1881.   
 

 
PS Williams Circa 1880, Hobson's Bay 

State Library of Victoria 
 

Again after a brief stay in London the two Loch’s sailed north to discharge the last of their cargo and 
crews.  Captain Scott took the time to catch up with family whilst his ship had her rigging and blown 
sails repaired or replaced.  The Loch Vennachar sailed from Greenock several days before the Loch 
Maree which cleared away from the Tail o the Bank of May 7th.  After passing St John’s Point at 4pm 
on the 8th freshening winds carried the ship swiftly south all the way to 7° North which was crossed 
on the 26th.  From there until June 1st winds were light to non-existent as the clipper cross the 
Equator at 28° West. The southeast trades were picked up yet were predominantly from the south 
making rapid progress an impossibility. The freshening southerlies continued until the 29th parallel 
when they shifted north-west becoming light and inconsistent. Such winds continued for much of 
the rest of the trip. The constantly shifting winds were accompanied by high seas, thunder, 
lightening, rail squalls, hail, sleet, and snow.  These conditions continued all the way across the 
Southern Ocean. The line of the Cape of Good Hope was crossed on June 25th and the easting was 
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run down along the 43rd and 44th parallels. The line of Cape Leeuwin was crossed on July 12th as the 
Loch Maree shifted her course east by northeast.    Captain Scott’s vessel passed Cape Otway 7am on 
the 18th, passing within 6 miles of the light station which ignored his signals.  Due to the lateness of 
her arrival the Loch Maree hove to and anchored outside the Heads that evening awaiting a pilot to 
guide the ship safely into the bay.    With a pilot aboard the clipper was towed to her anchorage on 
the morning of the 20th by the steamer Williams, 71 days out from the Clyde. As had been the 
practice on the previous three trips, four valuable Clydesdales horses made up a part of the cargo 
and were house in the ‘tween deck custom made stables erected for the trip.    As well as the horses 
there were 22 passengers in the saloon who were quite happy with the swift passage made by the 
clipper despite the contrary weather experienced.  The ship was hauled in and tied up alongside the 
Railway Pier at Williamstown to begin discharging her cargo, as task that took some time.  The last of 
her cargo was discharged on the 10th of August and she was consigned to take on a load of premium 
wool from Geelong.  To this end the Loch Maree was once again matched up to the steamer 
Williams and towed across the Geelong Wharf the very next day.    
 
The Loch Maree tied up alongside the ships Ben Voirlich and Theophane to take on her cargo. There 
was a bumper supply of premium wool available to load, a task that was going to take some 
considerable time.  Back in Williamstown the vessels Cathay,  Salamis, Superb, Renown, Melbourne, 
Ben Cruachan, Loch Garry, Sir Walter Raleigh and Anthehope were also loading wool bound for the 
London sales.  The ships agents Alford and Co arranged for the Loch Maree to sail out from Geelong 
on November 26th. The agents of the Ben Voirlich scheduled her to depart the very next day.  The 
race was on and the level of interest and rivalry between the two vessels masters. Captains Scott 
and Douglas, and crews only heightened the tension of the eve of the Loch Maree’s imminent 
departure. 

 
The Argus, Wednesday 24 August 1881, page 1 

                     
The friendly rivalry between the two captains was well known and races home between the two 
vessels had been going on for as long as the Loch Maree had been in the trade.  Loading was finished 
on the 25th of November as final preparations were made for the vessels departure. Stowed in the 
hold were 8847 bales of wool, 4 cases and two quarter casks of wine, 2 bales of skins and 1 of hair.  
The cargo was valued at more than £150 000 and promised higher prices and profits if the ship was 
first to the wool sales.  Signed on board for the trip alongside Alexander Scott were 1st Officer C.J. 
Brandt, 2nd Officer James Snow, and 3rd Officer W. McDonald. The Able and Ordinary Seamen who 
had signed articles were; R. Hendry, W. Milne, J. Allison, A. Norquay, G. Clark, J. McNeill, J. Mathie, T. 
Nevins, J. Johnson, T. Clarke, T. Roberts, F. Young, W. Sturley, J. Goran, C. McKelvie,  R. Osborne, M. 
Lorrende, J. King, J. Campion, H. Peters, G. Wrench, G. Thomson, H.Muir, T.W. Davies, H. Thomas, 
and M. Matheson.  Those apprenticed to the ship were J. Mitchell, H. Chamberlain, J.A. Boyd, J. 
Miller, H. Jarvis and A. Robertson.  With a final inspection being made by Geelong’s marine 
superintendents the Loch Maree was cleared out on the 27th of October to be anchored in Corio Bay 
to await her tow through the Heads.  
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The Loch Maree was towed through Port Phillip heads on the morning of the 28th of October 1881 
with hot, dry northerlies keeping conditions unsettled and steamy. The Loch Maree sailed eastwards 
and was spoken to by the three-masted schooner Gerfalcon on the 29th. Easterly progress was slow 
in the face of light and variable wind.  The clipper fell in with the barque Don Diego who was in 
company with the Loch Maree off Kent's Group on October 30th. The Don Diego was bound for 
Otago through Foveaux Straits, and before entering the strait encountered a heavy northerly gale. 
The sea was very high at the time, and the weather thick, and the vessels lost sight of each other. 
The gale veered round to the southwest for a time and winds strengthened as the low pressure 
trough crossed the Tasman pushing the Loch Maree rapidly east. The gale then shifted southeast 
forcing Captain Scott to tack into the wind. Captain Scott used the winds to propel his vessel below 
the southern tip of New Zealand so that the Loch Maree could take rapid advantage of the Roaring 
Forties.  Expected to arrive in London in January or early February, the Loch Maree never arrived.  
 

 
The Argus Tuesday 1 November 1881, page 4 

 



16 
 

 
The Icy Demise of the Loch Maree 

Adaption of “ROYAL STANDARD IN COLLISION WITH AN ICEBERG ON THE HOME VOYAGE FROM MELBOURNE” 
State Library of South Australia. 

 
Reports came back from London that many large icebergs had been encountered by ships in the 

South Pacific and South Atlantic, either side of the Horn.  It was not uncommon for clippers to dip 

into the high 50’s when making their run for Drake Passage. This was also the place where the 

largest bergs were the most common.  The ship Mermerus, that sailed from Melbourne on the 20th 

of November 1881 came across a huge iceberg as she crossed the South Pacific on her way to the 

Horn. Floating in the water at the base of the berg was a large quantity of wreckage that the crew 

identified as having come from the Loch Maree.  The ship arrived safely in London on the 15th of 

February and her master, James G Coles reported to London shipping authorities what he and his 

crew had discovered but were not believed.  The ship’s owners, the press and families of the crew 

preferred to hang onto the hope that the overdue clipper would eventually appear safe and sound. 
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The 1671 ton Clipper Mermerus, built 1872. 

State Library of Victoria 
 
By the 8th of March the vessels underwriters began to charge a premium on her insurance as the 
journey time from Hobson’s Bay reached 129 days. The Loch Maree’s previous trips had been 77, 96 
and 95 days which meant that while 129 days was excessive it was not beyond the normal 
parameters for a delayed sailing vessel.  Shipping authorities in London were not too concerned 
either as there were 15 other vessels more than 100 days at sea as strong easterlies across the 
English Channel were preventing many ships from making port. Amongst the vessels unseasonably 
delayed were the Sir Walter Raleigh, Ben Voirlich and the North American which had left Hobson’s 
Bay on the same day as the Loch Maree.  Another missing ship, the Melbourne was struck by dirty 
weather as she round Cape Horn and was forced to put in at Pernambuco for supplies and repairs. 
 
By the end of March hope had begun to give way to fear as speculation increased that a number of 
vessels, including the Loch Maree had come to grief.  It was conjectured by the press that she may 
have been wrecked on the islands to the south of New Zealand as she began to run her easting 
down.  There were increasing calls for a steamer to be sent out to investigate rumours of wreckage 
found amongst these islands and reefs.  By May first all hope had been abandoned of ever seeing 
the Loch Maree or her crew again.  Such was the value of her cargo that its loss pushed up the price 
of premium wool in London for the February and March wool sales.  The ships insurers also gave up 
and paid out on the policies taken out in both London and Melbourne.  The Commercial Marine 
Insurance Company, principal underwriters loss was substantial, £7500 with the overall cost spread 
amongst a number of marine insurance companies coming to more than £200 000.    The Victorian 
government began to make its own enquiries when it became apparent that the Loch Maree was 
considered lost and not just overdue.  The Legislative Assembly raised the possibility of a search 
being made of the islands south and east of New Zealand with the view of finding possible wreckage 
or survivors from the Loch Maree.  It was suggested that the Admiralty send a vessel to search the 
Campbell and Enderby islands which appeared on the route to the horn and upon which several 
shipwreck survivors had been found from another wreck in the previous 12 months. Commode 
Erskine stated that a vessel from New Zealand had already investigated the Auckland Islands and no 
further investigation needed to be undertaken.   
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The Chief Secretary of the Lesilative Council received a cable gram from Wellington, stating that a 
vessel had been despatched from New Zealand to search at Auckland and the adjacent islands for 
survivors of the ships Loch Maree, the Eurynome, and the barque Scotland, which left Victorian ports 
in 1881, and had been given up as lost by their owners.  The government schooner Kekeno was 
instructed to search the  Stewart Islands and then cruise among islands south of New Zealand, with 
the object of looking for ship wrecked crews, she was commanded by Captain J.B. Greig.  The Kekeno 
eventually returned after it had visited Port Ross and Carnley Harbour (at Auckland Island) 
Preservation Harbour (at Campbell Island) having found no trace of the Loch Maree or her missing 
crew.  Speculation turned at last to the reports by the Captain of the Mermerus and popular opinion 
was that the Loch Maree had foundered after striking an iceberg somewhere in the Southern Ocean.  
Based upon the evidence presented, the Captains employed by Aitken, Lilburn and Co, and maritime 
authorities in Australia and Britain agreed that this was the most likely scenario.  There was a school 
of thought that perhaps the Loch Maree had collided with the former anchor line steamer, North 
American. Both vessels had departed at the same time and neither had reached their final 
destinations.  However thankfully for the crew of the North America eventually reached London 
after having had a rather lengthy journey coming round the Horn.  However she too disappeared 
without trace four years later. On February 19, 1885, the North American, 1,676 tons register, a 
converted steamship and a well-known Australian trader, was towed from Hobson's Bay, bound for 
London with a cargo comprising wool, wheat, tallow, and a line of champagne. Captain M. J. 
Hamilton, who was partowner with Captain J. Kerr, sailed the ship, and his crew numbered 34 all 
told. The North American was signalled off Cape Schanck at 1.40 p.m. on the 19th, and from that day 
no trace" of her was ever found. 

 
NORTH AMERICAN. London. 1676. tons. Built at Dumbarton. 1856. Ex Anchor Line Steamer. 

State Library of Victoria. 


